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Attracting Factors of Foreign Students as University Targeting International Market
" An analytical Study of Foreign Students Attitudes in Petra University "
Laith S. Alrubaiee
ABSTRACT

Increase in competition of educational service market inquire Universities to decide how to position itself to
gain the strongest possible competitive advantage in order to Attract foreign students as well as the local.
International orientation for Universities has been obvious through high percentage of foreign students
worldwide including Jordan. Therefore this study aim to overcome the student driving Factors to the
University. Petra University has been chosen as case study which has foreign students 25% of total number.
The Study was achieved through two stages . The first was implemented exploratory research Approach
through interview and Focus Group, in which (31) Factors have been specified as reasons to chose
University. In the second stage descriptive research method was conducted and Questionnaire have been
designed. A random sample of (300) students represent all majors and levels was selected, from which only
(243) Questionnaires were statistically analyzed using SPSS software. An exploratory Factor analysis was
carried out to reduce the (31) attitude statements to seven Factors (dimensions) accounting for (60%) of
total variance of Data. The first factor (educational aspects) shared in explaining more than (50%) of the
total variance. Reliability analysis has been performed for multiple item scale for dominant variables of
each factor, which indicate good internal consistency. Results indicated that students depended upon friends
as important source of information about the university in addition to other factors such as social
environment and scientific reputation of the university. There were statistically significant differences
between female and male student s attitudes toward some measuring factors. Several recommendations
were adopted such as offering suitable programs to maintain the scientific and social environment as well as
the need for another study focusing on the quality of educational service.

KEYWORDS: International Marketing of University, Marketing of educational service, University
Marketing, international Marketing of educational service, Quality of educational
service of university.
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